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Governorôs Club 
 

Madison, WI 
 

May 4 and 5, 2010 

 

7:00 ï 7:30 am  Breakfast 

(Wisconsin Ballroom) 

7:30 ï 9:00 am  Action Plan Workshop  

(Madison Ballroom) 

¶ Jack Ricchiuto  (Facilitator) 

 The transition from shared visioning to the  

 development of collaborations and commit-

ments to take vision to action.   
 

9:00 ï 9:30 am  Break 
 

9:30 am ï 12:00 pm Action Plan Workshop (cont.) 

¶ Jack Ricchiuto  (Facilitator) Development of  

      collaborations and commitments to take vision     

      to action.   
 

12:00 ï 12:30 pm ï Next Steps  

¶ Paul Costello, Vermont Council on Rural  

       Development, Immediate Past-President,  

       Partners for Rural America 
 

12:30 pm - Boxed Lunch Distribution  

 

 

Day Two -  
May 5, 2010: 
 

Pulling it all together  
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Day One -  
May 5, 2010: 
 

Setting the stage for 
regionalism    

(Day One - cont.) 

2:30 ï 3:00  Networking break 
 

3:00 ï 3:45 pm Concurrent Session 1  
 

3:45 ï 4:30 pm Concurrent Session 2 
 

*Topics and Speakers will be the same in  

Session 1 and Session 2*  
 

Small Business and Entrepreneurship  

(Conference Room II) 

¶ Dr. Connie Reimers-Hild, Nebraska 

       Innovation and Entrepreneur Club 

¶ Terry Whipple, Juneau County EDC, Wis-

consin ï Inventors and Entrepreneurs Club 

¶ Denise Spanjer, North Dakota  

 Young Professionals Network 

Energy  

(University Rooms C & D) 

¶ Dr. Chris Merrett, Illinois -Monitoring and 

site selection 

¶ Bill Menner, Iowa - Ethanol 

¶ Shirley Niemeyer, Nebraska -  Energy  

       barriers to small business growth 

Broadband  

(Capitol Ballroom) 

¶ Emily Lenard ï Wired Wisconsin 

¶ Rod Olson ï Vernon Telephone Co-op and 

incoming President, Wisconsin State Tele-

communications Assoc. 

¶ Dick Senese, Minnesota - Are You on the 

Map? 

Local Foods and Tourism Development  

(University Rooms A & B) 

¶ Jim Braun, Illinois - Local Food: Growing 

the Illinois Economy 

¶ Sue Noble, Executive Director, Vernon 

Economic Development Association for the 

Western Wisconsin Local Foods Initiative 

¶ Sharon Gulick, Executive Director, Missouri 

Rural Development Partners - Food and 

Tourism as Economic Development 

 

(cont.) 

7:00 ï 7:45 am Breakfast/Registration  

(Wisconsin Ballroom) 

7:45 ï 8:15 am - Opening Ceremony  

(Madison Ballroom) 

¶ Welcome from Ricky Rolfsmeyer, WRP 

Executive Director on behalf of the PRA 

¶ Welcome from Stan Gruszynski, Wiscon-

sin State Director, USDA Rural Develop-

ment; 

¶ Message from Wisconsin Senator Herb 

Kohl , Chair, Senate Agriculture Appropria-

tions Committee  

8:15 ï 8:45  am Keynote  

¶ Victor Vasquez, USDA Deputy Undersec-

retary for Rural Development , Washington, 

D.C.  

8:45 ï 9:00 am Break 

9:00 - 10:45 - Keynote  

¶ Ed Morrison  Regional Collaboration 

through Open Source Economic  

      Development ï What is it?  Why do it?   

10:45 ï 10:50  Comfort break 

10:50 amï 12:00 pm - Keynote  

¶ Matt Kures  ï University of Wisconsin Cen-

ter for Community and Economic Develop-

ment  on Factors Of Regional Competitive 

Advantage - Cluster Development as an 

Economic Development Strategy 
 

12:00 ï 1:00 pm LUNCH (Wisconsin Ballroom) 
 

1:00 ï 2:30 pm - Keynote  

¶ Jack Ricchiuto ï Strategic Doing 365  

Strategic Doing 365 helps you use strategic 

learning and doing to make being strategic 

a 365 days a year dynamic, collaborative, 

and agile process. 

(cont.) 

(Day One - cont.) 

 

4:30 ï 5:30 Set up Learning Stations  

(Madison Ballroom) 
 

5:30 ï 8:30 pm Learning Stations  
 

¶ ñWalk-aboutò style presentations of best 

practice and innovative successful models 

and projects providing an opportunity to 

learn from the work happening around the 

region and to generate new ideas for  

      collaboration.    
 

¶ A strolling meal of appetizers will be in-

cluded and tables for additional networking 

and sharing ideas will add to the ñCaf®ò 

style, ñlearning stationò forum.  
 

¶ Tables/booths will be set up for each state 

to showcase their successes and projects.  

Best practice information will be shared. 
 

 

¶ A convening website will be used to share 

the contact information and highlights of 

the Learning Stations for after-conference 

use. Post conference handouts can be 

found on the Wisconsin Rural Partners 

website via the link http://wirural.org/

pra2010. Post conference information for 

all the regional convenings will also be 

available on the PRA website via the link 

http://www.partnersforruralamerica.org/.           

 

 (Day Two          )                          

 

Partners for Rural America (PRA) exists to support the 
efforts of its member State Rural Development Coun-
cils (SRDCôs), which are uniquely positioned: 
 
* To expand economic and social opportunities for 
Americaôs rural communities and their residents; 
 

* To promote equal treatment of rural America by gov-
ernment agencies and the private sector; 
 
* To provide a collective voice for rural America. 


